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Hunters Grand Prix 


Schedule & Rules 


Sunday 21st August 2016


Charity Farm, Toogood Lane,�Wrightington, Nr Wigan,�Lancashire WN6 9PP











Entries taken:





via EQUO (www.equoevents.co.uk and search for events at Charity Farm, Mawdesley)


or by entry forms addressed to Kath Smith, Todderstaffe Lodge, Fairfield Rd, Singleton, Poulton Le Fylde, FY6 8LF





Note: online payments can be made by bacs: sort code 160039, account number 41331571
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SCHEDULE for Hunters Grand Prix





The Hunters Grand Prix is based on the Eventing Grand Prix, which is held at Hickstead. Competitors go head to head around a course of show jumps then out onto a purpose built cross country course.  Total scores will be determined by combining any show jumping penalties (this is not timed) and your cross country penalties and any time penalties if the cross country is completed outside the optimum time (ie faster or slower than the optimum).





Class 1. Intro Stakes (All fences up to 60 cm) 





Class 2. Harrier Stakes (All fences up to 80cm) 


 


Class 3. The Thruster Stakes (All fences up to 90cn)





Entries & Pre-allocated time slots �The entry fee for all the Hunters Grand Prix classes is: £20.00 and entries are open until 12:30pm on Friday 19th August.  All entries taken before this time & date will be allocated a time slot when they can expect to be competing (for example between 10:30 & 11:00) and these will be sent to the entrant by e-mail. 


Late entries that are taken AFTER 12:30 on Friday 19th August may not be accepted and charged at an additional £5 per entry. The organisers reserve the right to decline entries made AFTER 12:30 on Friday 19th August if they cannot be accommodated within the schedule for the day for any reason. 


Prize Giving will be at pre-determined slots throughout the day and there is NO need to be mounted.


HUNTERS GRAND PRIX RULES





Show jumping Penalties


Knockdown of obstacle - 4 penalties


First disobedience of horse - 4 penalties


Second disobedience of horse in whole course – further 4 (8 in total) penalties 


Third disobedience of horse in whole course - elimination 


Each circle or crossing tracks between fences counts as one disobedience 


Fall of horse or rider -  elimination 


Error of course not rectified  - elimination 


Failure to jump next fence within 60 seconds - elimination 


Failure to cross the finish line mounted - elimination 


Starting before the bell - elimination 


Exceeding 24 penalties - compulsory retirement and enforced at end of round) 


Competitors with more than 24 showjumping penalties will not be allowed to go XC.


A 45 second count down may be used following the bell 


Any jumping penalties will be added together to give the score for this phase


If a competitor suffers a technical elimination (eg wrong course) within the Showjumping section, they may be permitted, at the judges’ discretion to continue onto the Cross Country course.





Cross country


A plan of the course will be displayed on the day 

















Timekeeping


The SJ phase is not timed.  Following the SJ phase the competitor will go straight onto the Cross Country course which is timed.  Time is counted from the END of the SJ phase until the horse’s nose passes the finishing post of the XC phase.  It is counted in whole seconds, a fraction of a second being taken up to the next whole second, eg 30.2 seconds is recorded as 31 seconds. If a competitor is held on course due to an accident the time held will be recorded by the fence judge and deducted from overall time. 





Exceeding the optimum time incurs 0.4 penalty points for every second or part second over the optimum time. 





Penalties will also be incurred for going too fast.  The minimum time allowed is based on the optimum time less 15 seconds.  If a competitor completes the course in less than the minimum time allowed then 0.4 penalty points will be incurred for every second below that minimum time for going too fast.   








Cross Country Penalties


First refusal, run-out or circle of the horse at an obstacle- 20 penalties


Second refusal, run-out or circle of the horse at the same obstacle- 20 penalties


Third refusal, run-out or circle of the horse at the same obstacle- Elimination


Jumping the alternative ‘L’ obstacle- 15 penalties


Four refusals cumulatively around the course- Elimination


Fall of rider- Elimination


Fall of horse- Elimination


Error of course not rectified- Elimination


Omission of obstacle or boundary flag- Elimination


Horse trapped in obstacle- Elimination


Jumping an obstacle in the wrong order- Elimination


Re-taking an obstacle already jumped- Elimination


Jumping a fence marked with crossed flags- Elimination


Horse resisting rider for 60 consecutive seconds on course/in start- Elimination


Continuing course without a hat or chinstrap undone - Elimination





Emergency Flags


Red-for  Doctor/ Ambulance, Veterinary Surgeon, Fence repair,  Course blocked


Any flag being waved at waist height in the path of an oncoming competitor means that the competitor must stop.  





Dress


It is the competitor’s responsibility to ensure that their hat complies with current British standards for the discipline being undertaken.  It is strongly recommended for cross country that competitors wear a jockey skull cap, with no fixed peak. Please check the fit of the hat and the harness prior to your round.


Long hair must be tied back and standard riding or jodphur boots with a fairly smooth sole and well-defined heel must be worn. 


It is strongly recommended that an effective body protector or air jacket must be worn.  Where a Point Two or similar jacket is worn it is advised that a standard body protector is worn underneath.  If an air jacket is accidentally activated (the competitor will only be allowed to continue if there is an alternative body protector once the activated air jacket is removed).  


No jewellery is allowed for safety reasons.


Whips must be less than 75 cm in length.





Saddlery


It is the competitor’s responsibility to ensure that their tack is suitable for the discipline and in good condition.





Continuing after a fall


Any competitor who has a fall or sustained a serious injury anywhere at the competition site should see the medical personnel on the day and be passed fit to ride before riding again on the same day.




















Concussion


Any competitor who is concussed whilst on the course during the competition will not be allowed to ride again on the same day.  Or any competitor who has a fall or sustained a serious injury will not be allowed to ride again on the same day.





Suspension from competing for medical reasons


Any rider who is banned or suspended for competing in any sport for medical reasons will not be allowed to compete





Compulsory retirement


Competitors incurring more than 24 jumping penalties in the show jumping phase will incur compulsory retirement and will not be allowed to go cross country. Any competitors eliminated for technical reasons such as error of course or starting before the bell may do so at the discretion of the official Steward. 





Directions from officials


Competitors and their supporters under penalty of elimination or disqualification must obey any order or direction given to them by any official and must not do anything liable to upset or hinder the undisturbed progress of the competition.





Unseemly behaviour


Unseemly behaviour on the part of rider’s supporters will be reported and maybe penalised by disqualification. 





Disqualification


The official Steward or judge may disqualify any competitor at any time during the competition for dangerous riding, horse lameness or sickness, misuse of whip or Spurs, ill-treatment of the horse or any breach of rules. 





Lone competitors


Competitors attending a competition on their own must inform the secretary and provide emergency contact details and location and details of the horsebox.





Age and height of horses


No horse under four years of age is eligible and there are no height restrictions





Stallions


Stallions may only be ridden whilst wearing correct identifying discs on their bridle. 





Destruction of severely injured horses


If in the opinion of the official veterinary surgeon a horse is so severely injured that on humanitarian grounds it ought to be destroyed, the following procedure will apply:  if the owner or his authorised representative is present, the official veterinary surgeon will first obtain his agreement.  If the owner or his representative is not available, the official Steward, acting on the advice of the official veterinary surgeon, may  order the destruction of a horse.  NB  Owners should be aware that this rule is at slight variance with the Protection of Animals Act 1911 sec 11,  which states that, in the absence of the owner, a police constable acting on the advice of a registered veterinary surgeon may order the destruction of a horse. This rule is framed to avoid unnecessary suffering to a severely injured horse. 











Health and safety and welfare


Organisers of the competition take reasonable precautions to ensure the health and safety of everyone present. For these measures to be effective, everyone must take all reasonable precautions to avoid and prevent accidents occurring and must obey the instructions of the organisers and all of the officials and stewards. 





Performance enhancing drugs


Equine controlled medication - it is clearly essential for the welfare of the horse that it is given appropriate veterinary treatment if and when required and that this should include appropriate medication. Medication however may mask and underlying health problem and horses should not complete when taking medication where such medication may have a detrimental effect on the horse welfare.  Human - performance enhancing drugs are forbidden.





Legal Liability


Save for death or personal injury caused by the negligence of the organisers, or anyone for whom they are in law responsible, neither the organisers of the event nor Holcombe Hunt, nor its Sponsors nor any agent, employee or representative of these bodies nor The landlord, his tenant(s) or his licensee accepts any liability for any accident, loss, damage, injury or illness to horses, owners, riders, spectators, land, cars, lorries  their contents and accessories, or any other person or property whatsoever, whether caused by the negligence, breach of contract or in any other way whatsoever. 





Protests or objections


Protests or objections must be accompanied by a deposit of £15 which is forfeit unless the official Steward decides that there were good and reasonable grounds for it. Protest and objections must be made not later than half an hour after the incident that gave rise to them, or half an hour after the results have been published. All decisions are final.
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